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Taxonomic training & access to collections in Belgium

NOTICE

The present questionnaire must arrive with the Belgian National Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative within one month of the official closure of the capacity building visits. Electronic submission on the general e-mail address of the Belgian GTI NFP (cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be) is strongly encouraged. 
If grantees have relevant pictures to illustrate their capacity building visit, these may be annexed to the report. The Belgian National Focal Point might use some of these pictures in one of its reporting activities, but only after the copyright holder has given his permission.

Contact and further information

Pierre Huybrechts & Anne-Julie Rochette
Belgian Focal Point to the Global Taxonomy Initiative,

Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences

Vautierstraat 29, 
B-1000 Brussels, Belgium

Tel.: +32 2 627 45 90
Fax: +32 2 627 41 41

Email: cbd-gti@naturalsciences.be

	PART I – CANDIDATE INFORMATION

	Family name:
	     NZIGIRE RUTAKAZA 

	First name(s): 
	

	Nationality:
	

	Date of arrival and departure in / from Belgium
	

	Number of training days:
	

	Type of visit
	(Mainly training in taxonomy and collection management
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Mainly access to collections

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	Location of training:
	(Royal Belgian Institute of Natural Sciences (RBINS), Brussels
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Royal Museum for Central Africa, Tervuren
( Botanic Garden of Meise (BGM)
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 Other, specify


	PART II - GENERAL INFORMATION

	Describe concisely how you have learned about the Belgian GTI Project
	
My PhD supervisors introduced me to the Belgian GTI project.


	Describe concisely how you have learned about this specific call for proposals
	
I learned about these specific proposals through my PhD supervisors. 


	Describe concisely why you needed capacity building in taxonomy and collection management
	


	Describe concisely what support (e.g. training, access to collections,…) you have received and how this training can be related to taxonomy and /or collection management
	

	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will help you in your professional duties
	


	Describe concisely how your gained capacity will be implemented in your institution
	


	Describe concisely what other support you eventually would need 
	


	Describe concisely what infrastructural and human resources you and your institution eventually still need to become fully functional
	
At the CRH, we have an inverted microscope, an optical microscope with a camera, and a multiparameter sonde. We still need a balling electronic microscope, a phytoplankton net with a mesh size of less than 30 microns (preferably 10 µm), and a laboratory hood for permanent diatom slide preparation.
My institutions also need the continuation of the collaboration with RBINS BGM in terms of data, infrastructure (ex :Genetic laboratory)

	Describe concisely how you think the Belgian GTI National Focal Point could further construct capacity for you and your institution
	      The Belgian Focal Point can strengthen both my capability and that of my institution by hosting seminars and workshops led by focal point experts and designed specifically for our institution's researchers, as well as inviting CRH researchers to perform internship.



	PART III – TAXON SPECIFIC INFORMATION

	What is your taxon of interest
	

	Describe concisely how you intend to make your taxonomic data available to other colleagues / people in your homeland
	
-A checklist of diatoms (Bacillariophyta) from Lakes Kivu, Edward, George, and Kivu, Albertine Rift Valley, with historical notes. The purpose of this research is to establish a list of all diatoms discovered in the East Coast province's aquatic system, including Kivu, George, Edward, and Albert. Notably, that checklist will includes recent phytoplankton and periphytic colletions, as well as fossil diatom valves collected from sediment cores. The current taxonomically accepted names will be given, along with their synonyms used in various studies, as well as references to publications or materials in the case of unpublished results.

- A study of the diets of Oreochromis niloticus and Oreochromis leucostictus from Lakes Edward and George. This article will examine the gut contents of Oreochromis niloticus and Oreochromis leucosticus specimens from these two lakes to determine whether the limnological differences between these two connected lakes are reflected by differences in diatom species composition and whether there is resource partitioning between these fish species. 
I can also organize seminars to present the results of our research, and we can present it at conferences:


	Describe how your taxonomic work helps improving the status of biodiversity in your country
	


	Describe how your project could help reduce poverty in your country
	Cichlid species (particularly those belonging to Oreochromis) are commercially significant, with one of the most widely used species in aquaculture (Oreochromis niloticus). Given that, studies on the food biology of this group's species are essential for the population's food security, considering that it can provide tools and information for improving the cultivation of this fish, which is greatly appreciated by people living in the region of the Great lakes.
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